For anaerobic blood cultures, thioglycollate broths have previously been found to give earlier growth of non-sporing anaerobes than cooked meat broths (Forgan-Smith and Darrell, 1974; Shanson, 1974) . Southern Group Brewer's thioglycollate appeared to be the only type which allowed reasonable survival of the organisms and was also found to be the best of the media commonly used in Britain (Shanson, 1974) . Some American workers use Difco Thiol broth, under vacuum and with carbon dioxide already added, for anaerobic blood cultures (Washington, 1971) , and it was decided to compare this medium experimentally with Southern Group Brewer's for the growth of small inocula of nonsporing anaerobes in the presence of fresh human blood. Liquoid was omitted from both types of medium since some strains of anaerobic cocci are inhibited (Hoare, 1939) especially when it is added to thioglycollate (Shanson, 1974 (Shanson, 1974) . This effect was also noted by Forgan-Smith and Darrell (1974) , who suggested that a good cooked meat method be used together with USP thioglycollate for each routine blood culture. However, it is probable that some anaerobes which do not survive after one week in USP thioglycollate will not grow in the cooked meat, since thioglycollate methods were found to be superior to cooked meat methods forthe isolation ofanaerobes.
An experimental comparison of Thiol broth with Brewer's thioglycollate for anaerobic blood cultures On experimental grounds a reliable system which requires only one anaerobic bottle in each routine blood culture set is provided for by using Southern Group Brewer's thioglycollate (Shanson, 1974 The section by Sherman dealing with differentiation during embryogenesis evokes some important and fundamental issues-which sit somewhat uneasily in this largely practical manual. Franzen summarizes his considerable experience with aspiration biopsy, a technique which is perhaps worthy of more widespread adoption. There is an interesting presentation by Casarett and his colleagues describingaquantitativehistologicalapproach to radiosensitivity and response which does attempt to get to grips with the problem of providing an objective histological measure oftherapeutic response.
In the clinical section there are two chapters on the prognostic significance of histological grade in breast cancer. The first by Hutter discusses the general aspects of pathology in relation to prognosis, and the second by Bloom describes in some detail his well-known earlier studies on tumour grading in breast tumours in relation to patient survival. The clinical section, which also deals with histology in relation to lung, bladder, and prostatic cancer, describes the current position in Hodgkin's disease where it is of considerable interest that the prognostic significance of the histological sub-type appears to be changing so that the distinction between nodular sclerosis and mixed cellularity may be less important than was previously thought. This The book is divided into 18 sections; the first deals with the elementary principles of electricity in 20 pages. Other subjects covered are spectrophotometry, pH + blood gas analysis, osmometry, refractometry, scintillation counting, gas-liquid chromatography, the Coulter A, B, Fn + S, the Technicon Autoanalyzer, balances, diluters, and centrifuges.
Each section starts with a glossary of definitions which is followed by an explanation of instrument components and how they are incorporated in a typical instrument. Each chapter includes its own set of rcf rences.
No attempt is made to compare different makes of instrument. The preface states that mention of a specific instrument is not an endorsement of the instrument nor is failure to mention a particular instrument an indication of inferiority or unacceptability.
The authors have of necessity had to be selective but there are some important omissions. No mention is made of rate reaction analysers, discrete analysers such as the Vickers multi and dual channel machines or specific glucose analysers, and only four pages are devoted to fluorimetry, whereas refractometry is allocated 14 pages. A glossary of abbreviations is provided at the beginning of the book, which is useful except that the abbreviation for aspartate amino transference is given as S.G.O.T! A section giving some guidance on how to check the validity of makers' claims of performance would be useful.
Despite these criticisms, the book is well produced, easy to use, and well illustrated with simple line drawings.
I think this book should be of value to those studying for HNC and the Advanced Final of the IMLT, the MCB, MRC Path in clinical chemistry, and wherever a basic knowledge of the principles of operation of instruments used in the medical laboratory is required. 
